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     June 20, 2013 

Dear Webster Hill Families: 
 

Have you heard of “executive functioning”?  Basically, it’s how we organize, plan and 
complete tasks and it’s something we can help children strengthen both at school and 
at home.  How can you help?  First, ask questions instead of answering them for your 
child.  When they ask for help or need you, ask questions that get them to think, plan 
and problem solve.   
 
“What do you think you need to do?”    
 
“What could you try?” 
 
“That didn’t work?  Good effort!  What could you try next?” 
 
If they say, “I don’t know”, just encourage them to try something and remind them 
that it’s okay if it didn’t work.  Kids need to learn that it’s okay to be wrong.    
Next, don’t be afraid to share your child’s strengths AND challenges.  Children need 
to know what they are doing well and also where they need to improve.  We want kids 
to make a conscious effort to improve weaknesses while also relying on their 
strengths.  It’s hard to improve if they don’t know what to work on.  
Finally, if your child seems to lack attention or focus, you can help by how you phrase 
your requests (it’s part three that makes all the difference). 
 
Perceiving  (do what?) Focusing (on what?)  Sustaining (for how long?) 
 
 “Can you please help me carry in the groceries?  Three trips to the car should be all I 
need.” 
It’s easier for a child to sustain effort and focus when they know “how long” they will 
need to sustain attention.   
We want our children to plan, organize and problem solve.  We want them to perse-

vere when something is difficult.  We can help!                              Jeff 
 
 

January 12, 2017 
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Dates To Remember 
 
Jan 16  School/Office Closed 
  Martin Luther  King Day 
 
Jan 19  Read in the Gym  8:00-8:30am Gymnasium 
 
Jan 20 PTO Movie Night            6:30 pm  Auditorium 
 
Jan 23  PTO Meeting  6:30pm  Media Center 
 
Jan 24 Author Celebration 9:00-9:30am Auditorium 
 
Jan 26 Read in the Gym  8:00-8:30am Gymnasium 
 
 

INCOMING KINDERGARTEN FAMILIES 

If you have a child that is eligible to enter 
Kindergarten in the Fall of 2017 please 
call the office at (860) 521-0320 as soon 
as possible so we can add your child’s 
name to our incoming Kindergarten list. 



Webster Hill Connection  3 

 

The following students have earned STRIVE recognition  

for the month of  December. 

 

Bailey F.  Henry N.  Jordan B.   Ben M. 

 

Caroline W.  Hayden M.   Emanuel S.  Braylynn B. 

 

Steven P.  Izaiah R.  Lilah R.  Samantha R. 

 

Kimvy T.  Alessandro C.  Tyson K.  
 

Transition Planning 
  Pre School-Elementary-Middle-High-Post Secondary  

February 1, 2017 at 7:00 PM 
Sedgwick Middle School, 128 Sedgwick Road 

 
Please join SEPTO and Pupil Services on February 1, 2017 for the Annual Transition Night. 
Transition Night is scheduled for West Hartford parents of children transitioning to Kinder-
garten, Middle School, High School and Post-High School programs. Gretchen Nelson, Direc-
tor of Pupil Services and school personnel will discuss the transition process and programs 
available to students receiving special education services at each level. 
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West Hartford Special Education PTO 
January/February 2017 Events 

 
Wednesday, February 1 at 7pm 
Transition Planning: Pre-School  – Elementary – Middle – High – Post Secondary 
Please join SEPTO and Pupil Services on February 1, 2017 for the Annual Transition Night. 
Transition Night is scheduled for West Hartford parents of children transitioning into Kinder-
garten, Middle School, High School and Post-High School programs. Gretchen Nelson, Director 
of Pupil Services and school personnel will discuss the transition process and programs availa-
ble to students receiving special education services at each level. 
Parents & Guardians are encouraged to attend if their student is transitioning to a new 
school Fall 2017 or Fall 2018! 
 
Location: Sedgwick Middle School, 128 Sedgwick Road, West Hartford (Enter through Ward-
well Rd entrance) 
 
Wednesday, February 15 at 7pm 
Monthly Meeting – Topic TBD 
Save the date for our regularly scheduled monthly meeting at Sedgwick Middle School 
at 7pm in the multipurpose room. 
 
Ongoing 
Membership Drive: It’s always the right time to join West Hartford SEPTO!  Please register 
online at www.whsepto.org/membership.html 
  
 www.WHSEPTO.org 
Follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/West-Hartford-SEPTO 

News From Technology Servies: Update on Privacy Law 
 
Public Act 16-189 
We believe that it is vital for all students in West Hartford Public Schools to be able to efficiently and 
effectively use digital tools that empower them in all phases of the learning process, including research, 
problem solving, content creation, communication, and collaboration. We also believe that we must be 
committed at all times to protecting students' privacy and providing them with a powerful and safe edu-
cational experience. To that end, the West Hartford Public Schools follow the legal requirements of Pub-
lic Act 16-189 to promote the safety and security of all students and staff. 

In compliance with Connecticut State Law, we update online programs used within the district that 
house student data. The programs may be used district-wide, in a very small number of classrooms, or 
with individual students. The list will be updated each time the district enters into a new contract where 
student data is housed. For more information on the specifics of Public Act 16-189 and updates of ven-
dor agreements, visit www.whps.org/pa189. 

http://www.whsepto.org/membership.html
http://www.whsepto.org/
http://www.facebook.com/West-Hartford-SEPTO
http://www.whps.org/pa189
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From the Nurse: When to keep your child home from school 
The CDC reports that we are in the peak of flu season, which is now widespread in Connecti-
cut.  There have also been more reports of gastric/stomach illnesses locally.  This is a good 
time to review the importance of hand washing, covering coughs, and keeping hands out of 
mouth with your child.    

Stomachache, vomiting, and diarrhea-  A child with vomiting and/or diarrhea should be kept 
at home until symptoms have resolved for at least 24 hours and the child is able to return to a 
normal diet.  If your child has vomited during the evening or night please do not send them to 
school in the morning even if they appear to be feeling well.  Allow them time to rest and re-
turn to their typical activity level. Since viruses spread easily throughout the school system, 
children should remain at home for a minimum of 24 hours after the last episode of vomiting 
or fever to ensure a healthy return to school.  Your child should be feeling well in order to 
maximize the learning experience. 

Cold, sore throat, cough- If cold and cough symptoms are associated with fever or they do not 
readily improve, call your doctor.  If the cough is persistent consider that your child may not 
be able to engage fully in classroom activities.  Your child may attend school if there is no fever 
for at least 24 hours. 

 Fever- Fever in the school setting is defined as temperature 100 F or greater.  Fevers are gen-
erally signs of infection.  While Tylenol/Motrin may be effective in reducing fever, your child 
may still be contagious. Even though the fever is temporarily alleviated, it does not address 
the underlying cause.  Your child should be fever free without medication for at least 24 hours 
before returning back to school.   

 

    Returning to school too quickly may prolong your child’s illness  
and allow it to spread to others.  Remember to wash hands frequently. 

 

Please remember to call the school absence line  at  860-929-5828  any time if your child is 
ill.  You should call if your child is absent more than one day in a row or if he/she went home 

ill the previous day.  You can leave a message anytime of the day or night. 
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Special Notice to 5th
 Grade Parents 

 

Bristow Middle School Enrollment Process 
 

Bristow Middle School will be holding its enrollment for the incoming 6th graders in January.  

Bristow Middle School is a school of choice, drawing its diverse population from all neigh-

borhoods in West Hartford.  In the 2017-2018 school year, Bristow will enroll 420 students in 

grades 6 through 8.   

 

All 5th graders who reside in West Hartford and are attending West Hartford Public Schools 

are automatically included in this process.  Other 5th graders who reside in West Hartford and 

attend a private, parochial or inter district magnet school like The University of Hartford 

Magnet School are also eligible, although they need to apply to be included in the process and 

verify they reside in West Hartford with our Residency office. 

 

Each 5th grader will receive a number randomly, which will establish the choice order.  This 

number will be mailed home to parents on January 19, 2017.  In order to help parents make 

an informed choice, two informational meetings will be held at Bristow Middle School on 

Monday, March 6, 2017 and Thursday, March 9, 2017 at 6:30 pm.  Parents can choose to at-

tend either of these meetings as they are both the same. Students are invited to attend these 

meetings with their parents. We recommend you attend one regardless of the number 

your child receives so you are prepared in case we get to your child’s number. 

 

For information about Bristow and full details about how this enrollment process works, 

please visit the Bristow website at http://bristow.whps.org/.  You can also call or email the 

principal, Steven Cook, at 860-231-2100/ or Steven_Cook@whps.org. 

Save the Date!  Off to Kindergarten - WHPS’s annual Kindergarten Transition Meeting 
 

Parents/guardians of the West Hartford Public School Kindergarten Class of 2017-2018 are encouraged 

to attend "Off to Kindergarten" - WHPS’s annual Kindergarten Transition Meeting on Monday, Janu-

ary 30th from 6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. in the Town Hall. 

At the meeting, parents/guardians will learn more about the kindergarten experience, the registration 

process, and ways to help your family prepare for kindergarten.   

Free on-site childcare, sponsored by Great by 8, will be available by reservation on a first-come, first-

served basis. To register for the event (and childcare if needed),  

please e-mail rsvpgreatby8@gmail.com. 

  

In the event of inclement weather, we will e-mail a cancellation notice as soon as possible, and the 

meeting will be held on Monday, February 6th. 

http://bristow.whps.org/
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