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Dates to Remember …    
           
 
January 25  Read in the Gym  8:00-8:30am  Gymnasium 

   Homework Center  3:20-4:20pm  Room 18 

 

January 26  Around the World in  6:00-8:15pm  Cafeteria & Gymnasium 

   80 minutes 

 

January 29  Gr. 4 Instrumental   9:30am  Auditorium 

   Concert PK-4 

   Homework Center  3:20-4:20pm  Room 18 

 

January 30  Author Celebration 9:00-10:00am Room 18 

   Homework Center  3:20-4:20pm  Room 18 

 

February 1  Read in the Gym  8:00-8:30am  Gymnasium 

   Homework Center  3:20-4:20pm  Room 18 

   Pasta Supper  5:30-7:00pm  Cafeteria 

 

February 5  Homework Center  3:20-4:20pm  Room 18 

 

February 8  Read in the Gym  8:00-8:30am  Gymnasium 

   Homework Center  3:20-4:20pm  Room 18 

   EGG Meeting  3:30-4:15pm  Library 

   Math Quest   6:30-7:30pm   

   Information Meeting  

January 25th, 2018 

Dear Families, 
This abbreviated Connection contains updates and dates to remember. The abbreviated version will alternate with 
the regular edition of our newsletter every two weeks.  Our next regular issue will be published on   
February 8, 2018. 
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Rethinking School Start Time Committee 

Last year, the West Hartford Board of Education directed West Hartford 

Public Schools to establish a research committee to investigate the 

challenges and benefits of adjusting school start times. The American 

Academy of Pediatrics (AAP), the American Medical Association 

(AMA), the Center for Disease Control (CDC), and other health organi-

zations support later school start times because of the positive role ade-

quate sleep has on adolescent mental and physical health. The Board’s 

decision to research this issue is in response to these recommendations. 

In the fall of 2017, the Rethinking School Start Time (RSST) Commit-

tee, a group of volunteer parents, students, teachers and administrators, 

began a one-year study of the issue. The committee is examining the 

impact a change will have on the educational program and is providing 

the West Hartford Board of Education updates on its work throughout 

this school year.  

One important aspect of the committee’s work is to gather information 

from stakeholders regarding possible changes to the current school start 

and end times.  To that end, the committee will issue a survey for par-

ents, teachers, and secondary school students at the end of February.  

Remaining open through the end of March 2018, the survey will pro-

vide an opportunity to collect important information that will be pre-

sented to the Board of Education at the May 2018 meeting. 

The survey is one way for stakeholders to communicate their questions, 

comments and concerns.  If you prefer to use email, please direct any 

comments to RSST@whps.org  Please be aware that every Board of 

Education meeting includes the opportunity for public comments. You 

are always welcome to attend and address the Board of Education 

members in person.  

INCOMING KINDERGARTEN FAMILIES 

If you have a child that is eligible to enter Kindergarten in 
the Fall of 2018 (must be turning 5 before 1/1/2019) please 
call the office at (860) 521-0320 as soon as possible so we 
can add your child’s name to our incoming Kindergarten list. 

mailto:RSST@whps.org
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From the Nurse: When to keep your child home from 

school 

The CDC reports that we are in the peak of flu season, which is now widespread 

in Connecticut.  There have also been more reports of gastric/stomach illnesses 

locally.  This is a good time to review the importance of hand washing, covering 

coughs, and keeping hands out of mouth with your child.    

Stomachache, vomiting, and diarrhea-  A child with vomiting and/or diarrhea 

should be kept at home until symptoms have resolved for at least 24 hours and 

the child is able to return to a normal diet.  If your child has vomited during the 

evening or night please do not send them to school in the morning even if they 

appear to be feeling well.  Allow them time to rest and return to their typical ac-

tivity level. Since viruses spread easily throughout the school system, children 

should remain at home for a minimum of 24 hours after the last episode of vom-

iting or fever to ensure a healthy return to school.  Your child should be feeling 

well in order to maximize the learning experience. 

Cold, sore throat, cough- If cold and cough symptoms are associated with fever 

or they do not readily improve, call your doctor.  If the cough is persistent con-

sider that your child may not be able to engage fully in classroom activi-

ties.  Your child may attend school if there is no fever for at least 24 hours. 

 Fever- Fever in the school setting is defined as temperature 100 F or great-

er.  Fevers are generally signs of infection.  While Tylenol/Motrin may be effec-

tive in reducing fever, your child may still be contagious. Even though the fever 

is temporarily alleviated, it does not address the underlying cause.  Your child 

should be fever free without medication for at least 24 hours before returning 

back to school.   

  Returning to school too quickly may prolong your child’s illness  

and allow it to spread to others.  Remember to wash hands frequently. 

Please remember to call the school absence line  at  860-929-5828  any time if 

your child is ill.  You should call if your child is absent more than one day in a 

row or if he/she went home ill the previous day.  You can leave a message any-

time of the day or night. 

 

Ms. Tami Renfro, RN 
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West Hartford Special Education PTO 

 

January - February 2018 Events 

  
  

Wednesday, January 24 (snow date 1/31) 
Transition Meeting: for students entering a new school 

Meet with Pupil Service and leaders from each school as well as experienced parents to ease 
the transition for you and your student into a new school. 
NEW LOCATION: King Philip Middle School Small Cafeteria, 100 King Philip Drive, West 
Hartford  

  
Friday, February 2 

Coffee & Conversation 
Come join some members of SEPTO for a casual get together to meet other people in town. 
Sit down, grab a cup of coffee or a bite to eat and mingle with other parents, caregivers or 
family members of children with disabilities. It’s a great time and can be very beneficial. 
LOCATION: Panera, Bishops Corner 

  
Friday, February 28 

The Effects of Screen Time with Nicole Feeney 

Does screen time effect your child?  How or what does it do?  Find out more with with Nicole 

Feeney, M.Ed, Assistive Technology Specialist at Oakhill's New England Assistive Technology 

Center (NEAT) 
LOCATION: King Philip Middle School, Media Center 

  
Ongoing 

Membership Drive & Book Club 
Your 2017-2018 membership dues of  $15 earn you a great deal this year: a paperback copy of Ross 
Greene's Raising Human Beings.  The book will be discussed at our April meeting, as West Hartford 
Schools personnel share their training in Greene's Collaborative and Proactive Solutions model.  Please 
visit www.whsepto.org/membership.html to join or to renew your membership.  

  
  

www.WHSEPTO.org 

Follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/West-Hartford-SEPTO - Follow us on Instagram at @whsepto 

 

http://www.whsepto.org/membership.html
http://www.whsepto.org/
http://www.facebook.com/West-Hartford-SEPTO

